
WORKING 
WETLANDS

LESS PHOSPHORUS,

LESS ALGAL BLOOMS

So, how well can 
wetlands reduce 

phosphorus?

reduction in 
phosphorus needed to 

stop these blooms

40%

phosphorus loading  
has been increasing

20
years

Wetlands provide wildlife habitat, flood storage, and 
recreational opportunities, but also are essential for 

removing nutrients in our streams and Lake Erie.

find out more online:



Estimating the amount of 
phosphorous a wetland 
can help keep out of 
Lake Erie is important 
business.  But not every 
wetland works in the 
same way. Find out how a 
team of researchers, land 
managers, and educators 
discovered just when a 
wetland can become 
overloaded.

·	 Explore the value of 
wetlands, what we’ve 
lost and why.

·	 Discover the different 
management styles of 
Lake Erie wetlands.

·	 Learn about 
wetlands role 
in filtering 
phosphorus.  

·	 Dive deeper into 
researching the nutrient 
reduction capacity of 
wetlands.

·	 Tour the study wetlands 
used to estimate 
phosphorus retention 
thresholds.

·	 Compare the results and 
find ways to be part of this 
research.

Wetlands work best when 
they are not overloaded.  
Determining their nutrient 
threshold can improve 
management decisions made for 
wetland ecosystems and Lake Erie.
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FOR A DEEPER 
LOOK, GO ONLINE TO

www.nerrssciencecollaborative.org/working-wetlands  


