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Georgia Bight



Drain ~ 200,000 km2

upland acres, to the 

Blue Ridge 

Escarpment

Mix of deltaic and tidal 

features



SC: 1,481 km2

GA: 1,508 km2

No change in 

coverage 1996-2010

Regional Estuaries

C-CAP: NOAA’s Coastal Change Analysis Program



Creek networks



Flats



Former plantations



Dominant Wetland Vegetation Types

Spartina alterniflora (high salinity)Juncus roemerianus (low salinity)

Salt Marsh

Photo: Wikipedia



Oysters

Primarily Intertidal

Patch reefsFringing reefs

Natural Breakwaters



> 5,000 acres

~ 170K individual reefs



Threats

Development

1996: 1,396 km2

2010: 1,886 km2



Figure: Denise Sanger, SCDNR

Sea Level Rise

Compression: with development, where can oysters and estuarine wetlands go?



Increased boat traffic and storminess



AMBUR product: Jessica Boynton, SCDHEC

Erosion

AMBUR: Analyzing Moving 

Boundaries Using R

Highly dynamic



2011



2013



2018



Active Restoration

> 250 SCDNR restoration 

sites since 2001

Management Efforts



28 reserves, protects >1.3 million 
acres in 22 states and Puerto Rico



~ 135,000 acres



Oyster castles Crab traps

Bagged oyster shellLoose oyster shell



Mod. crab trap

Crab trap Bagged shell

Oyster castle

Installed 2015

Experimental Living Shorelines

Coir + planting
Mod. crab trap

Bagged shell Control Coir

Installed 2016



Harvest Management
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